NALES CHINA FESTIVAL

ﬁ 16-18 February 2018

Celebrate the arrival of the Chinese New Year at Pontio as we
explore the creative connection between Wales and China,
through cutting-edge art and culture!

Join us for a weekend of eclectic performances, films, and
\ family-friendly activities, showcasing the cultures, languages,

and art of Wales and China. The first of its kind in Wales,

this multi-lingual festival provides a platform for British

East Asian stories, and collaborations between Welsh and
Chinese musicians, playwrights, and artists.
In addition to the productions and live events, our cinema

N

will be hosting a range of Chinese films throughout the
weekend. On Saturday, enjoy live music and pop up events

in the foyer, as well as family-friendly craft workshops - all for 20182 H16 H 218

free. Welcome to the Year of the Dog!
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Friday 16th February

The Gentle Good:
The Immortal Bard

Theatr Bryn Terfel 8om
£14/£13 concessions

A rare opportunity to hear The Gentle Good
perform songs from their award-winning aloum
(Welsh Album of the Year 2014), The Immortal
Bard, created by Gareth Bonello during a 6-week
residency in Chengdu, Southern China. Fusing
Celtic and Chinese folk sounds, this captivating
performance tells the magical story of 8th
century Chinese poet, Li Bai. The evening begins
with a short set by Chinese musician Zining Wang
who will introduce us to the traditional Chinese
Pipa. Zining will then join The Gentle Good to
perform songs from the album.

Cabaret: English, Welsh, Mandarin.
2 hours (with interval).
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Saturday 17th February

The Rice Paper Diaries
Francesca Rhydderch and Yan Ying

Cemlyn Jones Lecture Room
(Level 2), 3 - 4pm. £5 (See More Pass)

Hong Kong, 1940. A Welsh family and a Chinese
nanny are thrown into the havoc of military
conflict. Charting the family’s journey from China
to a coastal village in Wales, this is a poignant
story of the effects of war on individual lives.

Inspired by her family’s history, Francesca
Rhydderch reads from her award-winning novel
(Wales Book of the Year Fiction Prize 2014),
joined by Yan Ying whose Mandarin translation
was recently published. Followed by discussion
about the novel’s lived events, stories across
continents, and the process of translation.

Reading: English and Mandarin.
1hour.
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Orlando Warrior

Theatr Bryn Terfel. 4.30 - 5.15pm
£5 (See More Pass)

Presented by House of Absolute, choreographed
by Julia Cheng, this solo contemporary dance
piece accompanied by live music explores the
myth of a modern Mu-Lan. Externalising her
inner battles through wu-shu martial arts and
waacking, this piece examines displacement and
hybrid identity, masking a yang (male) fighter
behind a yin (female) form, travelling through
time via physical paintings of a Warrior Poet

in motion. The dance piece s followed by a
discussion with performer Sam Lu.

Dance: 45 minutes.
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Lladron a Llanc
(Burglars and Boy)
by Hao Jingfang, adapted
by Steffan Donnelly

Studlo, 7 - 8pm, £5 (See More Pass)

Two construction workers turn vigilante, trying to
right the wrongs of society by burgling the home
of a high-ranking, corrupt official. However, once
they get inside, it appears they both have very
different ideas about justice.

The world premiere of a new adaptation by
Steffan Donnelly of Hao Jingfang’s contemporary
Chinese play, Lladron a Llanc (Burglars and

Boy) - a strikingly universal, tragi-comic take on
inequality and justice in our modern society. The
first Asian woman to win the Hugo Award in 2016
for her novella Folding Beijing (in competition
with veteran writer Stephen King!), Hao Jingfang
is a Chinese writer on a meteoricrise.

Supported by Arts Council of Wales, Welsh
Government and the National Lottery.

Drama: Welsh, with English and Mandarin
subtitles. 1 hour
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Art Workshops

Explore Pontio’s public spaces and find artworks Free

created to celebrate the festival by students . .

from Cﬂteg Menai’'s Art Foundation Course. Joinus on Level 2fora range of Chinese-themed
Look out for digital artworks on the screens workshops and events for all ages on the afternoon
and be sure to catch Pontio’s first ‘Wal Wen' of Saturday 17th February. Try your hand at the
(White Wall) commission - a large-scale digital ancient art of calligraphy, leam some tai gj, paint a
projection responding to the Wales-China BE[']II"Ig Opera mask or treat ?nurSEIfFﬂ a_trad itional
theme (screening times to be announced). Chinese tea ceremony. In partnership with Bangor

University’s Confucius Institute: www.bangor.ac.uk/
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